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STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND STATUTES REVIEW 
104th Report — “Statutes (Repeals) Bill 2016” — Tabling 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [10.03 am]: I am directed 
to present the 104th report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, 
“Statutes (Repeals) Bill 2016”. 

[See paper 4859.] 

Hon KATE DOUST: Mr President, the report that I have just tabled advises the house of the committee’s 
findings and recommendations regarding the Statutes (Repeals) Bill 2016, which is the committee’s 104th report 
in 11 years. The committee has examined the bill and received evidence to clarify the intent and effect of the 
repeal of the four statutes and the one imperial act contained in the bill. This bill proposes to repeal the 
Coal Industry Tribunal of Western Australia Act 1992, the Labour Relations Reform Act 2002, the Spear-guns 
Control Act 1955, the Western Australian Marine (Sea Dumping) Act 1981 and the Escheat and forfeiture of real 
and personal property (1834) imperial act. 

The committee has examined these statutes in detail and considered any potential adverse effects of their repeal. 
The committee takes no issue with these acts being repealed but takes the opportunity in this report to make 
some general comments about the statutes review process in Western Australia. In June this year, the committee 
tabled its ninety-ninth report, “Inquiry into the Statute Book”, and made two key recommendations that the 
government give greater priority to identifying and repealing obsolete legislation and that it consider more robust 
systems for its repeal. The government’s response to these recommendations does not fully appreciate the very 
slow rate at which obsolete legislation is repealed, given that 151 items of legislation were identified as being 
potentially obsolete in 2012, yet only 56 have been included in statutes repeal bills since then. 

The committee therefore reiterates the recommendations that it made in its ninety-ninth report, especially that the 
uniform legislation committee of the next Parliament continue an inquiry into the way in which the statute book 
is reviewed. In this report, the committee further suggests that the Department of the Attorney General take 
a greater role in coordinating the repeal of obsolete legislation. 

I commend the report to the house. 
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